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  City of Coalmont, $10,000, for a walking trail; 
  City of Palmer, $10,000, for a park restroom; 
  Friends of South Cumberland State Park, $3,500, 
for the Plateau Children’s Choir; 
  Grundy County Historical Society, $7,406, for 
software acquisition and staffing; 
  Grundy County Sheriff’s Office, $9,500, for 
construction of a greenhouse and raised garden beds; 
  Miracle on the Mountain Play Outside Park, 
$10,000, for Phase I construction of the park; 
  Mountain Heritage Preservation Society, $10,000, 
for ballfield facilities construction; 

  Mountain T.O.P., $8,009, for challenge-course 
equipment and training; 
  North Elementary School, $10,000, for new 
multimedia equipment; 
  Palmer Elementary School, $1,600, for new public-
address equipment; 
  Sewanee Children’s Center, $9,587, for construction 
of a school/community garden; 
  Sewanee Community Chest, $10,000, in support of 
Elliott Park restoration. 
    For more on the 2015 grant recipients, visit our 
website and click on ‘grants.’

Meet the 2015 Community Fund grant recipients 
   With your support, the Community Fund was able to fund twelve worthy projects on the 
South Cumberland Plateau in the 2015 grant round, for a total of $99,602. 
   This is the core of our mission: to cultivate resources and leadership here on the Mountain, in 
our own communities, so that together we can create opportunity and improve lives. 
   Here are the twelve grantees and their projects:



Donor profile: Beverly and Henry Chase 
   Bev and Henry Chase have been at the registration table for every 
celebration to award new grants. They’ve addressed invitations, put 
up signs, hosted a party in their home for friends to learn more 
about the Fund, and made major gifts to the Fund each year. “We 
attended a gathering at Bill and Anne Davis’ home and learned the 
Community Fund was ‘different’ – they offer a hand up, not a hand 
out, and work through the organizations on the Plateau already 
serving their neighbors,” said Bev. 

   The Chases began coming to the Plateau from their Huntsville 
home to hike and picnic with their young daughters in the late 
‘60s. “On our way to Fiery Gizzard we noticed an auction sign at 
Clifftops and discovered the setting was what we were looking for,” 
Bev continued. Eventually they built a cabin there to use for the extended weekends they began to spend on the Plateau, 
eventually adding another cabin and gallery, and in 2008 made a permanent move to the Plateau, completing their house then. 

   “I was at that first meeting (November 2011) upstairs at the Dutch Maid Bakery when Pete Cooper (Executive Director Greater 
Chattanooga Community Fund) said ‘This is the last time I’m coming up here to discuss the possibility of a Community Fund.’  
Howell Adams rose and offered his gift, others followed and the South Cumberland Community Fund was born,” recalled Henry. 

   “This is our home and we see the needs. I hope through the support and leadership the Community Fund offers and the strong 
programs local organizations are putting in place we can vastly improve educational opportunities along with the health of our 
neighbors – their quality of life. The two are related and it will take a long time,” Henry mused.
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Announcing our Make a Difference contest 
for area youth grades K-12 
   What would you do if you had $1000 to make a difference in your 
community? 
   The Community Fund is asking area youth grades K-12 
to consider that question in a contest that began August 11. The 
winning project in each of three age categories will receive $1000 to 
make their ideas a reality, and all participants will receive a special 
contest T-shirt. 

   As our chair Margaret Woods said, “We’re excited about this chance 
to get the young people of the Plateau interested in the idea of  philanthropy. Change tends to be longer-lasting and more 
effective when it comes from local ideas and involvement, and we want to get our kids thinking in terms of ‘How can we help?’” 

   To find out more or for an application, go to southcumberlandcommunityfund.com/difference or email difference@south 
cumberlandcommunityfund.org.

The Make a Difference contest promotion materials include a 
video made by VISTA volunteer Charlie McClain.

South Cumberland Americorps VISTA Program: A Year of Successful Partnerships



   August 2015 marks the end of a successful first 
year for the South Cumberland Americorps VISTA 
Program. This collaboration between the 
Community Fund, the University of the South, and 
community organizations has planted the seeds for 
lasting, self-sustained success by building 
community, organizational and leadership capacity 
here on the Plateau. 
   Consider: the ten 2014-2015 VISTAs (with two 
starting in March) amassed almost 17,000 hours 
working with our valued partners — a benefit, based 
on minimum wage, of over $121,000. Together, 
VISTAs recruited 138 community volunteers who 
served an amazing 2538 hours, worth $18,440.50, leveraging cash resources worth $42,906.00. 
   As we begin the second year with five new VISTAs and three continuing into 2016 (see below), the partnerships between local 
nonprofit agencies, local communities, and local citizens are continuing to develop.  Together, we are instituting programs to deal 
with pressing community issues such as food security, education, and economic development. By partnering with the VISTA 
program, local nonprofit groups are leveraging their resources to provide better outcomes for themselves and the clients they serve. 
   Please visit southcumberlandcommunityfund.org/capacity-building/ for more information on our VISTAs and VISTA program.  
   Want to volunteer with SCCF by offering a workshop on marketing,fundraising, grant writing? Contact sccfvista@gmail.com.

   The Community Fund’s Capacity-Building Initiative partnered with 
the Grundy County School System, the Office of Community 
Engagement and the Collaborative on Southern Appalachian and 
Place-Based Studies at the University of the South to host a Reading 
Initiative strategic planning workshop for the Grundy County School 
system on June 29-30. Approximately 25 people attended, including 
the Director of K-6, staff from Head Start, principals, teachers, parents, 

librarians, professors from Sewanee and Yale, Discover Together, and 
family members. 
   The goal of the workshop was to develop a plan that would engage 
parents, community members and schools in a collective effort to 
ensure all students in Grundy County are reading at grade level by 
the time they reach third grade. 

Capacity-Building Reading Initiative for Grundy County School System
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Vaughan

Thank you to the outgoing 2014-2015 VISTAs: Ida Zago, Chris Paff, Melanie Pozuc, Lacey 
Oliver, John Wheeler, and Charlie McClain. Pictured above, from left: Ida, Chris, Melanie, 
McKenzie Liegel, Lacey, John, VISTA Coordinator Nicky Hamilton, & Charlie. Not pictured: 
Michelle Thibodeaux.

Meet the 2015-2016 VISTA Volunteers 
Elaine Babb Taylor, Community Ambassador Coordinator, 
Discover Together; Kelly Farina, Healthy Living Coordinator, 
Sewanee Dining; Jennifer Horton, Communication & 
Assessment Coordinator, Mountain T.O.P.; Spike Hosch, 
Economic Development Coordinator, Babson Center; 
McKenzie Liegel, School Health Activities Coordinator; Bobby  
Luffman, Health Network Coordinator with Grundy County 
Health Council; Erica Teasley, Economic Development 
Coordinator, Grundy County Mayor’s Office; and Hilda 
Vaughan, Grant Writing Coordinator with SCCF. Find out more 
about them and their roles in forming Plateau partnerships at 
southcumberland communityfund.org/capacity-building/.TeasleyLuffmanLiegel

Babb Taylor Farina Horton Hosch

South Cumberland Americorps VISTA Program: A Year of Success
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Get involved, support the Community Fund 

1 SIGN UP for our emails on our website or Facebook page 

2 LIKE us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter (@sccfund) 

3 DONATE to the Community Fund through our website 

4 TELL your friends about the Fund’s work. Forward our emails, like & share our Facebook page 

5 HOST a gathering at your home, office, or group to share information about us

Join the 2015 Opportunity Campaign! 
If you have already made your gift to the Community Fund in 
2015, thank you! If not, will you join us today? Our collective 
support helps the people and nonprofits of our region to:  

• Forge collaborations to make transformational positive 
change on the Plateau. 

• Create greater access to life-enhancing resources. 
• Anticipate needs and opportunities and to respond to 

them. 
• Improve efficiencies in delivery of services and care. 
• Operate responsibly and with strength. 
• Plan for the future. 

Join the hundreds who have already said “yes!” and give our 
region the support it needs and deserves for a brighter future 
for all. For questions about the Opportunity Campaign, please 
contact Norm Carl (Annual Fund Chair) or Leah Rhys 
(Development Chair) at info@southcumberlandcommunity 
fund.org, or Bill Davis (Endowment Chair) at endowment@ 
southcumberlandcommunityfund.org. We would be delighted 
to share more about how crucial your gift is to the Community 
Fund’s work.

Seen at our 2015 grant recipient 
and VISTA reception August 2nd

Julie Keel of Mountain T.O.P. with Community Fund 
board member Cameron Swallow

Children’s choir coordinator Nancy Allsbrooks with 
Community Fund Board Chair Margaret Woods


